Synthesis of bicyclic gamma-ylidenetetronates.
The bicyclic gamma-ylidenetetronate motif found in several Stemona alkaloids was prepared in a stereoselective manner by addition of lithium methyl tetronate to an alkoxy oxonium ion formed from a lactone. The corresponding mixed alkyl ketal obtained was subjected to a Lewis acid-base-promoted dealkoxylation reaction to deliver the desired products.